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sanctions on Iran in connection with
the pullout of the nuclear deal, but he
called them nonnuclear sanctions, hop-
ing the next President would be caught
in this sticky web. President Biden
shouldn’t be bound by Trump’s tor-
tured sanctions logic.

But, just as importantly, let me as-
sure you that no matter the particulars
or the details of the agreement to re-
start the nuclear deal, the deal critics
are going to oppose it, no matter what.
They opposed it in 2015. They are going
to oppose it again.

What we should really be worried
about is Trump’s Iran policy becoming,
by accident, permanent, and this is
what is likely to occur if the Vienna
talks fail. Iran will continue to speed
up its nuclear research program, the
maximum pressure will continue, and a
chill will be delivered to the deescala-
tion momentum in the region.

But on the other hand, reentering the
deal, while effectively already priced
into a Biden electoral victory, will be
seen as a diplomatic victory, at a per-
fect time to score a win for diplomacy,
and the Middle East countries who
have found new affection for a U.S.-
Iran agreement will exhale.

Now, I am not naive. I understand
the Middle East has still dozens of in-
tractable crises, and the events of the
last few days in Israel and Gaza are a
reminder of the grave challenges that
are still there. But the overall mood of
deescalation in and around the Gulf is
real, and it is much better than the old
incentive structure for escalation.

So I see these roots of positive
change slowly, quietly growing, and,
right now, the best way for the United
States to nurture those grass shoots is
to restart the Iran nuclear agreement.

I yield the floor.

——————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 58, S. 1260, a
bill to establish a new Directorate for Tech-
nology and Innovation in the National
Science Foundation, to establish a regional
technology hub program, to require a strat-
egy and report on economic security,
science, research, innovation, manufac-
turing, and job creation, to establish a crit-
ical supply chain resiliency program, and for
other purposes.

Charles E. Schumer, Maria Cantwell,
Margaret Wood Hassan, Tina Smith,
Jeanne Shaheen, John Hickenlooper,
Michael F. Bennet, Patty Murray,
Tammy Baldwin, Raphael G. Warnock,
Christopher Murphy, Robert P. Casey,
Jr., Jacky Rosen, Ben Ray Lujan, Rich-
ard J. Durbin, Tim Kaine, Jeff
Merkley, Gary C. Peters, Catherine
Cortez Masto.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the motion to
proceed to S. 1260, a bill to establish a
new Directorate for Technology and In-
novation in the National Science Foun-
dation, to establish a regional tech-
nology hub program, to require a strat-
egy and report on economic security,
science, research, innovation, manufac-
turing, and job creation, to establish a
critical supply chain resiliency pro-
gram, and for other purposes, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Minnesota (Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR) is necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY) and
the Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
WICKER).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 86,
nays 11, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 192 Leg.]

YEAS—86
Baldwin Graham Padilla
Bennet Grassley Peters
Blackburn Hagerty Portman
Blumenthal Hassan Reed
Blunt Hawley Romney
Booker Heinrich Rosen
Boozman Hickenlooper Rounds
Braun Hirono Rubio
Brown Hoeven Sanders
Burr Hyde-Smith
Cantwell Inhofe Sz‘ls;etz
Capito Kaine
Cardin Kelly :Zg;‘grzes%)
Carper Kennedy Shaheen
Casey King X
Cassidy Lankford Slnfema
Collins Leahy Smith
Coons Lujan Stabenow
Cornyn Manchin Sullivan
Cortez Masto Markey Tester
Cramer Marshall Tpu.ne
Cruz McConnell Tillis
Daines Menendez Van Hollen
Duckworth Merkley Warner
Durbin Moran Warnock
Ernst Murkowski Warren
Feinstein Murphy Whitehouse
Fischer Murray Wyden
Gillibrand Ossoff Young
NAYS—11
Barrasso Lee Scott (FL)
Cotton Lummis Shelby
Crapo Paul Tuberville
Johnson Risch
NOT VOTING—3
Klobuchar Toomey Wicker
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

HEINRICH). On this vote, the yeas are
86, the nays are 11.

Three-fifths of Senators duly chosen
and sworn having voted in the affirma-
tive, the motion is agreed to.

The Senator from Rhode Island.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

S2541

EL SALVADOR

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want to
call attention to recent events in El
Salvador which have caused inter-
national concern, including in the U.S.
Congress.

I was a Senator in the 1980s, when so-
cial injustices and authoritarian re-
gimes in El Salvador led to a brutal
civil war that lasted 12 years. I trav-
eled there during that period when the
United States was supporting the Sal-
vador Armed Forces, despite their his-
tory of corruption and collusion with
death squads that carried out political
assassinations with impunity.

Finally, in 1992, after tens of thou-
sands of lives lost and atrocities in-
cluding the assassination of Arch-
bishop Oscar Romero and six Jesuit
priests and their housekeeper and her
daughter by the Salvadoran Army, the
two sides signed the Peace Accords
that ended the war. Those Accords
failed to solve the country’s historical
problems, and the leaders of the Arena
and FMLN parties failed to put imple-
mentation of the Accords above their
own corrupt, political ambitions, for
which they ultimately lost the support
of the Salvadoran people. But the Ac-
cords did establish the foundation for
democracy, including a clear separa-
tion of powers with checks and bal-
ances as well as a limited constitu-
tional role for the armed forces and the
newly formed civilian police to avoid
ever again being used for political pur-
poses or repression.

I mention this history and the price
in human suffering that was paid for
the chance to build a peaceful, demo-
cratic society in El Salvador, at a time
when key elements of the Peace Ac-
cords are under assault from within the
government itself and President Nayib
Bukele.

In February 2020, in a show of force
designed to intimidate the Salvadoran
Congress, which at that time his party
did not control, President Bukele, ac-
companied by heavily armed soldiers,
occupied the legislative chamber to de-
mand passage of a law to pay for new
equipment. Fifteen months later, after
winning a supermajority in the Con-
gress, he turned his attention to the ju-
dicial branch.

Under the Peace Accords, the Office
of the Attorney General, formerly an
appendage of the Executive that was
used for repression and persecution of
political opponents, became an inde-
pendent institution, acting as a fourth
branch of government and appointed by
a majority of Congress to a 3-year
term. Since the Congress is also elect-
ed for 3-year terms, every Congress
gets to appoint an Attorney General.
The President has no say in the mat-
ter.

The Attorney General can be re-
moved by a majority of Congress for
just cause and in accordance with due
process. Attorney General Raul
Melara’s term was to end on January 6,
2022, just 7 months from now, and the
newly elected Congress could have se-
lected someone to replace him after
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